
A Message from our Founder 

Dear friends of ARTS, 
 
An artist’s work is never done. In fact, I’ve found that one of 
the hardest parts of being a painter is recognizing when I’ve 
given everything I can to an artwork, making the decision to 
put down the brush, and moving on to my next.  

 
Thus, after 15 years of leading A Reason To Survive (ARTS) as Founder and CEO, I’ve 
decided it’s time to put down this brush and transition out of my role as CEO, effective July 
2017.  
 
This decision is deeply personal and emotional. It required careful introspection and 
consultation with family, friends, and colleagues. ARTS has been my life’s work, and my 
singular professional purpose, since the day I was inspired with the idea as both my mother 
and sister battled cancer 25 years ago.  
 
I began this work in 2001 as a volunteer at Ronald McDonald House working with the very 
first ARTS kids, Riley and Alexis. Now, ARTS has served almost 53,000 young artists.  
 
From a spare bedroom in my home, to a 900 square 
foot office space in Old Town, to the opening of a 
7,000 square foot dedicated ARTS Center in Liberty 
Station, ARTS has now found its roots in our current 
20,000 square foot ARTS Center, a hub of creativity 
and safety in National City where students come to 
explore, engage in, and evolve through the arts.  
 
ARTS beginnings as a therapeutic arts outreach program have continually grown and 
expanded, and today we use a holistic approach to Creative Youth Development to deliver 
experiences in multi-disciplinary Art Education, Creative Community Development, and 
Creative Workforce Development. 
 
Today, ARTS is everything I dreamed it could be, and more. It’s been an exciting and wild 
ride, and I’ve left everything I have on the canvas as CEO. I could not be happier to continue 
to support ARTS as Founder and strategic advisor to its leadership. 
  



I love this organization, and because of that, I 
recognize that ARTS has reached a point of 
maturity, and look forward to seeing new 
leadership steward it into its next phase of 
evolution. Our three-year strategic plan will 
continue to strengthen ARTS across the board 
with dynamic programs, operational systems, 
and internal structures that ensure our 
students succeed and continue the spirit of 
ARTS work by making a difference in their 
communities.  
 
My instincts as an entrepreneur, artist, and advocate led me to found ARTS. And as I look 
back at everything ARTS has achieved, I’m reminded that I’m most passionate about creating 
and inspiring change. So while my vision and purpose remain the same – to give as many 
youth as possible the opportunity to engage in meaningful and life-changing arts programs – 
I’m excited to put my energies toward advocacy and growing the Creative Youth 
Development sector locally and regionally, while informing work being done on the national 
level. In essence, I’ll be helping to create and strengthen more programs like ARTS while 
advocating for more awareness and resources to sustain them.  
 
I can think of no better time than now to ensure that youth have a voice and freedom to 
express themselves through the arts.  
 
None of this would be possible without your support. You have built ARTS into the amazing 
and impactful organization it is today and I know the best is yet to come. My goal has always 
been to make ARTS viable beyond me and I’m happy to know we’ve reached that stage.  A 
transition committee of ARTS Board Members, Senior Leadership staff, and community 
stakeholders will begin a search for a new Executive Director immediately, and will share 
updates once that role is filled. 
 
This organization has been my greatest work of art to date, and it’s been my honor and 
privilege to lead it. I hope you’ll continue to join me in furthering ARTS mission in our 
community. ARTS work is not done; in many ways it’s just beginning.  
 
With sincere gratitude, 


